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Welcome!



Parable… the Elephant 

and the Blind Men



A Student’s Viewpoint…

• Drawing on Education - The Boston College Center for the Study of 

Testing, Evaluation, and Public Policy

• What Can Student Drawings Tell Us About High-Stakes Testing in 

Mass.? Anne Wheelock, Damian J. Bebell, and Walt Haney



A Student’s Viewpoint…

• 411 drawings from 15 schools in 8 districts

• 71% showed students seated alone

• 63% showed explicit information about student’s perceptions toward 

the MCAS



A Student’s Viewpoint…

• 18% referred to test difficulty

“The MCAS is 

really hard. I 

am so 

frustrated.” 



A Student’s Viewpoint…

• 9% referred to tricky  items

“Who was 

Socrates? 

What?!? What 

kind of 

question is 

that!” 



A Student’s Viewpoint…

• 6% referred to test length

Booklet 

labeled as 

MCAS Math: 

6,021,000 

questions 



A Student’s Viewpoint…

• 18% portrayed students as diligent 
or persistent test-takers.

“It’s not too 

hard, just right. 

MCAS rules!”

“Wow! I’m 

working hard 

to get a good 

grade?”



A Student’s Viewpoint…

• 5% depicted “confident” test takers. 
(A slightly higher % at 4th grade!)

“During 

MCAS I was 

nervous that it 

would be hard, 

but after 1 

session, it was 

easier than I 

thought.” 



A Student’s Viewpoint…

• 13% showed anxiety



A Student’s Viewpoint…

• 5% depicted boredom

“This is so boring.” 



A Student’s Viewpoint…

• 4% depicted relief that the test was over



A Student’s Viewpoint…

• To see the entire study go to 

http://www.tcrecord.org/RestrictedAccess.asp?Re

turnPage=/Content.asp?ContentID=10634

• Or search for Drawing on Education!



And Finally….



A Vision for the ALN

• A professional learning community focused on improving 

assessment practices in public education

• A vehicle to promote the MAC’s Assessment Literacy 

Standards throughout Michigan

• A conduit between the MAC and Michigan’s professional 

educational organizations that can work collaboratively 

to improve educators’ assessment literacy



Member Introductions



The Assessment Literacy Standards

• In your packet, find the ALS Worksheet

• On your sheet, you will find one piece of information 

about the ALS and seven blank spaces

• Different people have different pieces of information 

about the ALS

• Your job is to find people who have different pieces of 

information about the ALS so that you can complete your 

sheet

• Don’t be rude! Be sure that you introduce yourself to 

your partner before you grab their information  



Break!



Overview of Assessment 

of and for Learning

Featured Presenter –

James Pellegrino, Ph.D



Lunch!



The Assessment 

Landscape:

Michigan



Michigan’s Landscape

• Potential increased flexibility for MDE in complying with 

federal mandates (ESSA)

• Supt. Whiston’s “Top 10 in 10” initiative

• Tension between MDE’s desire to improve the state 

assessment system and the desire to have a stable (not 

continuously changing) system



MDE’s Assessment Vision

Grade Test Name/Type Subjects Timing Purpose

3 Benchmark ELA, Math Fall, Win(opt), Spr Short-cycle

feedback

4 Benchmark ELA, Math Fall, Win(opt), Spr Short-cycle

feedback

5 Summative with 

team problem solving

4 subjects Spring Standards/Prof

6 Benchmark ELA, Math Fall, Win(opt), Spr Short-cycle

feedback

7 Benchmark ELA, Math Fall, Win(opt), Spr Short-cycle

feedback

8 Summative or 

PSAT 8/9

4 subjects Spring Standards/Prof or 

on-track for CCR

9 PSAT 8/9 4 subjects Spring On-track for CCR

10 PSAT 10 4 subjects Spring On-track for CCR

11 MME 4 subjects Spring CCR



Selected “Top 10 in 10” Goals that 

Assessment Literacy Directly Relates To:

• Goal 1: Provide every child access to an aligned, high-

quality P-20 educational system

• Goal 2: Implement…high-quality instruction in every 

classroom

• Goal 3: Develop, support, and sustain a high-quality, 

prepared,…education workforce

• Further develop an innovative and cohesive state 

education agency

• In your packet, you have a table with more information



Alignment 

with MDE’s 

Top 10 in 10 

Years  

Strategic 

Goals



The Assessment 

Landscape:

The Nation



Promoting Assessment Literacy

• At your table, share with your colleagues what your 

organization is doing with respect to promoting 

assessment literacy and sound assessment practice in 

public education

• Report out

• The MAC will be sending out a brief survey to collect 

more complete information and will make the results 

available to ALN members





A Vision for the ALN

• A professional learning community focused on improving 

assessment practices in public education

• A vehicle to promote the MAC’s Assessment Literacy 

Standards throughout Michigan

• A conduit between the MAC and Michigan’s professional 

educational organizations that can work collaboratively 

to improve educators’ assessment literacy



Reactions to the Vision 

for the ALN

It’s a modest proposal! 



Moving Forward…

• Meeting #2

• Monday, Feb 13, 2017

• Washtenaw ISD

• Featured Presenter: 

Margaret Heritage

• The Role, Purpose and 

Power of…Assessment 

for Learning in an 

Assessment System

• Meeting #3

• Tuesday, May 9, 2017

• University Club

• Featured Presenter: 

Susan Brookhart

• Promoting Assessment 

Literacy: Helping Mich. 

Become the State of 

Assessment



Resources for Members 

will be Placed on the 

Secure ALN Webpage

http://aln.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/



Member Suggestions for 

Future Topics…

…and feedback on meeting 

structure and format



Adjourn!

Thank You for Spending Your 

Day with Us!


