
Welcome!

2024-2025 Assessment Learning Network
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2024-25 ALN Series Theme: 

Creating Coherence: 
Instruction and assessment 

in secondary classrooms 
that engages and motivates 

today’s learners



Welcome

Ellen Vorenkamp
Professional Learning Director

Michigan Assessment Consortium
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Today’s Schedule
8:30 Welcome

8:35 Connections to our Prior Session

8:40 Featured Presentation: Pam Harris

Disciplinary Literacy and Student-Centered Assessment in the Secondary Mathematics 
Classroom

10:45 Closing

11:00 Adjourn
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The Assessment Learning Network
A professional learning community focused on improving assessment in public education1
A vehicle to promote the MAC’s Assessment Literacy Standards throughout Michigan2
A conduit between the MAC, the MDE and Michigan’s professional educational 
organizations3
Works collaboratively to improve the assessment literacy of all of Michigan’s public 
educators4
A good example of a public-private partnership5
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Norms for ALN Meetings
Please mute your electronic devices1
If something external arises, please take phone calls outside2
Be an active participant3
Be respectful4
Please know that this is being recorded5
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Series Outcomes
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Deepen participant understanding of assessment as a discipline in pursuit of   
a student-centered approach to teaching and learning.1
Understand the applied research that supports development of disciplinary 
literacies for secondary students to prepare them for the demands of 21st 
Century learning and life.

2

Explore the interdependence between GELN’s Essential Instructional 
Practices for Disciplinary Literacy in the Secondary Classroom and MAC’s 
Components of an Equitable Assessment System to realize the potential in 
each framework.

3



Connections to our Prior Learning
DISCIPLINARY LITERACY THEORY: KEY TENETS
• All literate practice is domain specific
• Disciplines are highly specialized domains into which 

children and youth need to be apprenticed throughout 
their school years.

• The disciplines cannot exist without oral and written 
language

• …Learning in a discipline cannot happen without  
attention to oral and written language.
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Disciplinary Literacy: Definitions
What Disciplinary Literacy IS:

Subject matter learning is not 
merely about learning the stuff 
of the disciplines; it is also 
about the processes and 
practices by which that stuff is 
produced…Some of the power 
of knowledge comes from 
being an active part of its 
production, rather than from 
merely possessing it.

What it is NOT:

Close reading
Vocabulary instruction
Academic language instruction
Functions of language instruction

Formal Definition of DL

Domain-specific ways of reading, writing, speaking 
and listening needed to carry out the work of the 
disciplines.
Emphasis on “ways with words” as much as it is on 
word themselves
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Connections to our Prior Learning
ASSESSMENT LITERACY
• Defined Assessment as a Discipline

• Shared foundational understanding and vocabulary for 
Assessment Literacy

• Explored Components of an Equitable Assessment System
Explored 4 Components in Detail

• Component 1: High-quality assessment by Skilled Educators
• Component 4: Authentic Assessment 
• Component 6: Socially-Conscious Assessment
• Component 10: Student Centered Assessment
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1. Authentic Assessment Tasks: Integrate tasks with real-world purposes and 
audiences for communication 

2. Disciplinary Text-Based Inquiry: Choose texts relevant to students’ 
identities and interests to engage in authentic disciplinary inquiry

3. Role of Student Choice: Invite student choice with texts and tasks to foster 
their engagement, motivation and authorial voice

4. Apprenticeship: Integrate explicit instruction, modeling, and guided practice 
to strategically apprentice students into independent application of 
disciplinary practices

5. Scaffolded Support: Intentionally integrate scaffolds to ensure access for all 
learners and gradually remove to foster independence

DL in Secondary ELA key principles



centering students

• What sorts of texts are they already 
interested in comprehending and how do 
they go about comprehending those texts? 

• What forms of communication are they 
adept in using within their families, peer 
groups and communities? 

• What curiosities and passions are they 
interested in pursuing? 

begins with delving into existing language 
and literacy practices of students:



narrative argumentative

comprehension | reading | listening | viewing

communication | writing | speaking | representing

expository

cycles of inquiry 
into the art of language



Connections to our Prior Learning

ASSESSMENT LITERACY NETWORK 14

Share in the chat one 
thought or idea that 
resonating with you since 
our September and/or 
December sessions…



Our Featured Presenter
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Pam Harris

Pam Harris is a mom, a former high school math teacher, university lecturer, an 
author, and she wants to change the way we view and teach mathematics. 

While Pam was teaching high school math, her four children grew and 
mathematized their world in a way she had never imagined. “I had always bought 
into the myth that math is a disconnected set of facts to memorize, with rules and 
procedures to mimic. I now call that fake math.” Pam’s own kids, research, and 
experiences teaching real math have shown her what it means to mathematize and 
to support learners in their own journeys. 

Real math is thinking mathematically, not just mimicking what a teacher does on the 
board. You can shift your brain from using rote memory to mathematizing. 

Pam helps teachers make this shift for themselves, and helps teachers teach in a 
way that supports students to learn real math.



@pwharris

@pwharris
www.MathIsFigureOutAble.com

facebook.com/MathIsFigureOutAble
Pam@MathisFigureOutAble.com

pamharris_math

Avoiding the Trap of 
Algorithms

http://mathisfigureoutable.com/
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@pwharris

MATH IS 
FIGUREOUTABLE!
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Three Distortions



Autostereogram
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Less sophisticated reasoning trap



@pwharris

Digit oriented trap



@pwharris

Definition of Math - Identity Trap



@pwharris

How to Avoid the Traps?



@pwharris

Formative Assessment



@pwharris

K-5

MS
HS
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Exploring Strategies
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Exploring Strategies







@pwharris

bit.ly/majorstrats
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MATH IS 
FIGUREOUTABLE!



@pwharris

@pwharris
www.MathIsFigureOutAble.com

facebook.com/MathIsFigureOutAble
Pam@MathisFigureOutAble.com

pamharris_math

Avoiding the Trap of 
Algorithms

http://mathisfigureoutable.com/


Illuminating Implementation of 
Disciplinary Practices and Student-
Centered Assessment in the Secondary 
Classroom

An ALN session May 13, 2025
9:30am – 2:30pm

In Person-University Club of MSU

SCECHs available

Learn more and register

All ALN session are co-sponsored and presented by the 
Disciplinary Literacy Task Force of the GELN and the 

Michigan Assessment Consortium

Upcoming Preview ALN May 13!
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Session Description: Join us as we wrap up the season 
by bringing together all the learning engaged in during the 2024-
25 sessions. Participants will share and explore how they 
implemented their learning about disciplinary literacies and 
student-centered assessment approaches. We’ll describe the 
impact new practices had on our students and our professional 
practice.

FRAMING QUESTIONS

1.What are examples of how disciplinary literacy instruction and 
components of an equitable assessment system are working 
together in your secondary classroom setting?

2.Which examples of disciplinary literacy instruction and student-
centered approaches to assessment serve to engage and 
motivate student learning?
3.What resources are available to support my continuing 
professional growth and that of my colleagues?

https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/illuminating-implementation/


• Interested in sharing your 
experiences using Disciplinary Literacy 
Instructional Practices and/or 
Components of an Equitable 
Assessment System?

• We are looking for a few practitioners to 
present during the May 13th session.

• If interested, please contact Ellen at 
evorenkamp@michiganassessmentcon
sortium.org
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We want you!

mailto:evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium.org
mailto:evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium.org






COHORT V begins September 2025
Questions? Contact Ellen Vorenkamp at evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium.org

Want to learn more? 
Bring a district/school team!

Transform Teaching, Learning, and Assessing with the ABCA Program!
Are you ready to make a profound difference in your classroom and your students' lives? The Achieving Balance in Classroom 
Assessment (ABCA) program offers a unique, three-year journey to help you drive meaningful change through smarter, more 
effective assessment practices.

Why Join?
1. Improve Student Learning & Achievement
Master the art of balanced assessment—blending quality formative and summative assessment practices to guide instruction, 
provide meaningful information, and inspire growth. Empower your students to reach their full potential while boosting achievement 
across the board.

2. Personalized-Student Centered-Learning
Learn how to use assessment as powerful tool to identify and address learning gaps, ensuring equitable outcomes for every 
student, regardless of their starting point and place students at the center of the assessment process.

3. Build Lasting Systemic Change
With support from MAC’s expert facilitators, your school/district will build sustainable practices that integrate assessment seamlessly 
into teaching and learning, creating a culture of success that lasts far beyond the program.

Achieving Balance in Classroom Assessment (2025-26)



Assessment Learning Institute (ALI)

ALI empowers teachers to use classroom assessment 
to support student learning

● Offered in collaboration with MEA and NMU

● For individual teachers—new and veteran—who want to deepen their 
understanding and implementation of effective assessment practices

● Nine-month series of virtual engagements 



Where to Find Additional MAC 
Materials

ALN: Learning Points to use 
with your colleagues

Visit the MAC Website for 
more resources to help you 
along your journey to 
support your colleagues in 
becoming more assessment 
Literate

Video snippets

https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/
Assessment Learning Institute

https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/


Join the MAC email list for: 

MAC in a Moment – MAC’s biweekly newsletter 
sharing insights and introducing interesting people, 
events, resources, and more. 

Assessment Events – be the first to know about 
MAC’s online and in-person events focused on 
building community and providing assessment 
support, resources, and professional learning. 

Stay Connected: Join the MAC email list



See you in person…
University Club, MSU 

May 13, 2025
9:30am – 2:30pm

Register Here
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https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/illuminating-implementation/
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