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Outcomes

• Why Assessment Literacy modules? Why now?

• How might the modules support your own 
assessment literacy and those you work with?

• Given your professional role, what may be the 
assessment literacy needs?

• How is Michigan connecting to other education 
entities to promote assessment literacy?



The Michigan Assessment Consortium (MAC) is a 
non-profit organization of Michigan educators 
designed to promote greater understanding 
about and use of assessment in Michigan. 

The goal of the MAC is to help educators use 
assessment to improve their teaching and 
students’ learning.

A variety of MAC resources can be accessed at 
www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org



Chalk Talk

In what ways does 
“assessment” 

currently connect 
to, or influence, 

your work?
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Rick Stiggins on Assessment Literacy

https://vimeo.com/97668950#embed



An assessment literate individual is 
one who understands how student 
assessment can enable them to 
better carry out their role in 
education, believes that assessment 
can improve teaching and learning, 
and puts into place activities and 
behaviors to act on these beliefs.

Assessment 
Literacy 
Defined



• Everyone with a stake in education 
needs to be assessment literate, 
including:
• Students
• Parents/guardians
• Teachers
• Specialists at the district and building levels
• Building administrators
• Central office administrators
• Policymakers at the local, state, and national 

levels
• Public

Who Needs 
to be 
Assessment 
Literate? 



• Assessment literacy is needed for several 
reasons
• Lack of understanding about assessment by those 

who adopt policy and laws, and govern our schools
• Lack of understanding by those who teach our 

students or lead our schools, due to continued lack 
of pre-service preparation for educators

• Misunderstanding by parents and students about 
how student assessment can promote high quality 
student learning

• Increased volume and changes in types of student 
assessments

• Increased stakes for students, educators, and 
school

Why is 
Assessment 
Literacy 
Needed? 



• Research has shown that students who 
more involved in their own learning –
and assessment – achieve more

• Effective use of formative assessment 
practices requires teachers to 
understand how on-going 
instructionally-embedded assessment 
can help all student achieve at higher 
levels

• Administrator involvement in school 
improvement activity is also related to 
higher student achievement

Why is 
Assessment 
Literacy 
Needed? 



Appropriate Balance to Promote Learning

Formative Assessment

Classroom Assessment

District Assessment

State

Nat’l

NO SINGLE QUALITY 
ASSESSMENT can meet 
all of the needs of all 
of the users of 
assessment.   

Must balance the 
following assessment 
sources:

Continuous:  Formative & 
Classroom  Assessment to 
support student learning

Periodic: Progress 
Monitoring and Interim 
Benchmark Assessments

Annual:  Assessment 
to verify what has 
been learned.



Balancing Assessment Resources 

Adapted from R.J. Marzano & J.S. Kendall.  (1996).  A comprehensive guide to designing standards‐
based district, school, or classroom assessments. Alexandria, VA.  Association for Supervision and 
Curriculum Development (ASCD)

If we were to take the following assessment types, 
where would they fall on this continuum?

•National Assessments
•State Assessments
•District Assessments
•Classroom Assessments

Greatest impact on
student learning

Least impact on
student learning

State 
Assessment 

District 
Assessment 

Classroom 
Assessment 

Learning Im
pact

National
Assessment 



Balancing Assessment Resources 

Adapted from American Federation of Teachers (2013).  Testing More, Teaching Less. 

If we were to consider where to take the following 
assessment types, what does investment look like?

•National Assessments
•State Assessments
•District Assessments
•Classroom Assessments

Greatest impact on
student learning

Least impact on
student learning

District 
Assessment 

State 
Assessment 

National
Assessment 
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Assessment 



• Separate standards were developed for:
• Students
• Parents
• Teachers
• Building administrators
• District administrators
• Local and state policymakers

• The MAC Assessment Literacy standards 
include
• Dispositions (i.e., beliefs)
• Knowledge 
• Performance (i.e., skills) 

• Goal—provide a common basis for work 
in increasing assessment literacy

Standards 
Development



Standards
Development
Process

• The work was begun by the MAC Board 
• A review of the literature was conducted 
• Other sets of standards were examined
• An initial draft of ALS was created
• Another draft of ALS was produced and 

reviewed externally by Susan Brookhart, 
Carol Commodore, Margaret Heritage, 
Ken O’Connor, Jim Popham, Rick Stiggins

• An in-state review packet/survey was 
used to gather input from MI educators



Building-Level Administrators 
should believe that: 

• An effective assessment system must 
balance different purposes for different 
users and use appropriate assessment 
methods to measure different learning 
targets.

• Multiple measures can provide a more 
balanced picture of a student or a 
school.

• Quality assessments are a critical 
attribute of effective teaching and 
learning.  

Sample
Disposition
Standards



Building-Level Administrators should know: 
• A balanced assessment system consists of 

both of the following: 
1. Different users have different assessment 

purposes. 
2. Different assessment purposes may require 

different assessment methods.
• The different types of assessment methods 

and when teachers should use each
• Selected response
• Constructed response
• Performance 
• Personal communication

Sample
Knowledge
Standards



Building-Level Administrators should promote a 
culture of appropriate assessment practice by: 
• Promoting assessment literacy for self and staff

Building-Administrators should promote the use 
of assessment data to improve student learning 
through the alignment of curriculum, 
instruction and assessment by: 
• Using assessment results, including subgroup 

performance, to influence the school’s curriculum and 
instructional program. 

• Using multiple sources of data over time to identify 
trends in learning. 

Sample
Performance
Standards



Time to Take a Test….

The MAC created 
Assessment Literacy 
Self-Assessments for 

Teachers, 
Building Administrators
District Administrators

Take a short excerpt of 
assessment literacy 

questions from a Self-
Assessment
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Current Work 
of the MAC

• Developed a proposal for planning a larger 
grant proposal to create assessment literacy 
development strategies and resources; 
proposal has been accepted, but funding is 
pending

• This initial grant will network MI professional 
organizations to think about what their 
members need to become more assessment 
literate—short-, medium-, and long-term

• The work is envisioned as occurring over a 
number of years, on an on-going basis 



MAC Connections 
National Assessment Literacy Initiatives

What Why
National Assessment Literacy Taskforce 
(member)

Influence direction of federal policy & 
resources

CSSO – Special Interest Group FAST (member) 
& Teacher Preparation Pilot (invited 
presenter)

Stay current, share & obtain resources
Influence thinking about teacher prep

Next Generation for Learning (applicant) Obtain resources to use in MI, learn from 
others

SEADAE & NEA Arts Assessment Practices 
(invited presenter/contributor)

Ensure congruence between MI and National 
Standards and Assessment work, obtain ideas 
& resources



Three 
Important 
Questions

• Thinking about the future, the MAC 
ponders three questions:

1. If educators had achieved these standards, 
what would be different in our students?

2. If policymakers had achieved these 
standards, what would be different about 
current assessment policies and legislation?

3. If this is a preferred future, what needs to 
be done to push this vision forward?

• This set of questions drives the work of 
the MAC forward 



Michigan Learns Assessment!

• The MAC is creating an eight-module introductory series 
on assessment for all educators

• The series includes these topics
1. Introduction to Assessment Literacy

2. Standards and Assessment

3. Developing a High Quality, Balanced Assessment Systems

4. Criteria for High Quality Assessment

5. Developing or Selecting Appropriate Assessments

6. The Formative Assessment Process

7. Making Meaning from Student Assessments

8. Using and Communicating Assessment Results to Promote 
Student Learning



Certification/Endorsement in Assessment
• The longer-term goal of the MAC is to create an 

assessment endorsement (for administrators) and MAC 
certification (for teachers) in assessment

• This certification program would involve additional 
learning of these and other topics in greater depth –
perhaps an intermediate and advanced set of topics

• The goal of the MAC is to prepare assessment-certified 
individuals to work in every buildings and district in the 
state – to make Michigan the “State of Assessment 
Literacy”



Your Time to Give us some Input!

• KASB Activity

• Divide into 8 groups

• Each group will dialogue around one of the 8 
Michigan Learns Assessment module topics

• Groups will write their thinking on the poster 
sheet provided

• Gallery Walk for additional thinking

• Debrief
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