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MAC IN 2014 
 
The MI Assessment Consortium is a mission-driven non-profit, non-partisan organization.  

The focus is on improving quality, balanced, assessment practice in order to improve 

teaching and learning and the future for Michigan students.   

 

 
 

PRINCIPLES OF BEST ASSESSMENT PRACTICE MUST PREVAIL 
 
 
The transition to the statewide student assessment system, designed and in development, 

to support testing our State Board of Education approved and MI legislature endorsed 

(October 2013) standards for English language arts and mathematics is in jeopardy --  in 

favor of alternatives that are at risk of not being considered based on principles that 

support best practice in assessment.  This reality is troubling to the MI Assessment 

Consortium.  

 

The MAC is promoting the notion that well constructed standards, worthy targets that will 

serve students well; and, a state assessment system that conforms to what we know 

about best practice in assessment, needs to prevail in order to provide the necessary 

foundation for a strong public education in the state of Michigan.   

For further discussion about what constitutes an effective statewide student assessment 

system see: Principles for Creating an Effective Statewide Student Assessment System 

(MAC, December 2013)  

 

For further discussion about the need to develop assessment literacy among all of MI’s 

education stakeholders, see: MI’s Assessment Literacy Standards (MAC, March 2013) 

 

For a graphic of the issues at the heart of building an education system that attempts to 

prepare students for the demands of the 21st Century see: ReAligning Education 

(MAC, April 2014) p. 2 
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http://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/news/principles-and-pracices-creating-effective-statewide-student-assessment-systems
http://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/news/survey-regarding-assessment-literacy-standards


 

 

 

 
ReAligning Education (MAC. April 2014) 

http://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/sites/default/files/MAC_Graphic_Final.pdf#overlay-context=resources


 

 

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

 
The MAC and TRIG are sponsoring statewide, free-source videoconferences in order to 

highlight issues important to effective assessment practice.  

 

Digging Deeper into Depth of Knowledge (Ellen Vorenkamp, Assessment Consultant 

Wayne RESA and MAC Board Member) Understand the depth of knowledge necessary 

for student success in the era of high standards intended to equip students with 21st 

century skills.  5.6.2014 10:00 -11:00 a.m. mistreamnet.org 

 

Assessment Literacy: Using Assessment Information to Make Sound Decisions 

(Carol Commodore, founder of Leadership, Learning and Assessment) Understand the 

importance of collecting and interpreting quality data from daily classroom assessment to 

yearly standardized tests in order to make sound decisions about student learning. 

Commodore will also address the appropriate use of current technology to support good 

use of assessment information and the essential capabilities leaders need to support 

teachers to implement best practice. 5.13.2014 9:00 – 10:30 a.m. mistreamnet.org 

 

MAISA’s Curriculum Collaborative hosts Professional Learning for Literacy Leaders 

and Administrators The Michigan ELA Model Curriculum Writing Units are featured – 

assessments used for both summative and formative purposes will be highlighted.  

Literacy Leaders meet 6.24-27.2014 and Administrators 6.26 & 27.2014 Lansing, MI 

Register at MIEM 

 

MICCSS is the product of collaborative efforts between the REMC Association of 

Michigan (REMCAM) and the Michigan Association of Intermediate School 

Administrators. Enjoy an introduction and tour of this site by watching a video conference  

with Molly Bruzewski, Curriculum Coordinator Bay-Arenac ISD and MAC Board Member. 

 

The Role of Assessment in Unit Design and Delivery Understanding how and where 

excellent assessment practice, curriculum and instructional design intersect is essential 

to the highly skilled educator. This NEW and superbly crafted 4-part series is co-

sponsored by MIASCD and the MAC and led by Carol Commodore assessment expert, 

and author. Register through michiganascd.org Begins 5.15.2014 Continues 6.26 & 27 

and 11.11.2014 
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Please feel free to contact any 
of the Board members regarding 
the MAC. Persons interested in 
getting involved in MAC projects 
are welcome. 

 
Questions: 517.927.7640 

kdwhite@michiganassess
mentconsortium.org

THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

 
Join the MAC at the National Conference on  

Student Assessment in New Orleans, LA on June 25, 2014   
 

For a presentation on MI’s Assessment Literacy Standards 
Ed Roeber, Rick Stiggins, Susan Brookhart – and that my friends is 

an all-star line up! http://www.ccsso.org/ncsa.html 

 

http://www.mistreamnet.org/
http://www.mistreamnet.org/
http://www.gomiem.org/pdfs/elaconf_literacy_2013.pdf
http://www.miccss.org/
http://www.remc.org/
http://www.mistreamnet.org/videos/3109/miccss-dot-org-statewide-common-core-training-resource
http://www.michiganascd.org/event/carol-commodore-role-assessment-unit-design-and-delivery-day1
mailto:kdwhite@michiganassessmentconsortium.org
mailto:kdwhite@michiganassessmentconsortium.org
http://www.ccsso.org/ncsa.html


 
 

 

____________________________ 
 
 

Based on two surveys 

conducted in 2012 and 2013, a 

need for training materials 

“leveled” for Common Core roll 

out and implementation were 

needed and the MICCSS 

website was developed. 
 

www.miccss.org 
 

________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MAC’s MISSION 

Improving student learning 

and achievement through 

coherent curriculum, balanced 

assessment and effective 
instruction. 

 
 

 

 

MI ARTS EDUCATION INSTRUCTION AND ASSESSMENT PROJECT (MAEIA) 
FIELD TEST, CONTENT REVIEW, K-8 ITEM WRITING 
 
http://www.mi-arts.wikispaces.comThis innovate program, developed by MI Arts 

Educators in partnership with MAC, and helped by Data Recognition Corporation and the 

MDE- boasts a Blueprint articulating what quality arts education programming looks like, a 

compendium of Research and Recommendations, a Program Review Tool and a suite of 

model performance assessments (under development).  Arts educators are needed to 

lend their expertise to… 

 

 Provide Content Review for the High School Assessment Items 6.30-7.2.2014 

 Develop the Model K-8 Arts Assessment items beginning 7.22-24.2014 

http://mi-arts.wikispaces.com/MAEIA+Future+Opportunities 

 Try-out/Field Test the High School Assessments  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/7W78YV8 

 

BOOK CORNER 
 
In A Practitioner's Guide to Growth Models, Castellano and Ho (2013) have crafted a 

summary and explanation of the currently available growth models for student 

achievement, accessible to most educators.  Jim Gullen, MAC Board member, reviews 

this publication and notes, “…thinking about student growth in terms of educational 

achievement is a bit more complicated than thinking about growth in other aspects of 

children’s live, like height or weight.” For a full review go to the Resources page of the 

MAC website. 

 

 

BECOME A MAC MEMBER! 
 

One tangible way to support the MAC and support improved student assessment in the 

state is by becoming a member of the MAC. 

 

Membership means the following activities will continue and expand: 

 Professional learning 

 Sample quality assessments 

 Training materials, white papers, book reviews 

 Newsletters and a website that connect educators interested in quality 

assessment 

 Advocacy for quality and balanced assessment practices and system in the state 

of Michigan 

 
 

 

 
Join the MAC online at 

http://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/join-the-mac 

 

http://www.mi-arts.wikispaces.com/
http://mi-arts.wikispaces.com/MAEIA+Future+Opportunities
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/7W78YV8
http://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/sites/default/files/APractionersGuidetoGrowthModelsReviewApril2014.pdf#overlay-context=resources
http://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/join-the-mac

