MAC Video Series – Dr. Vince Dean January 20, 2012

Questions from the Field – Answers from the State Experts

General Assessment Questions:  Seven people from MDE serve on the workgroups and we will work with them to get our best answers to your questions  
· When does Michigan have to decide, for sure, if we’re going to use the SBAC assessments?  You keep using the words “may” and “maybe”.  When will we know for sure?  And, what’s preventing us from being definitive at this point?

· Michigan is fully engaged to the development and the decisions being made by the SMARTER Balanced Assessment System (SBAC).  Joseph Martineau serves on the executive committee board, as well as six others from the department are serving on various subcommittees.  

· Until we see the examples of the test items, how the tests are constructed, are able to process the assessment designs in light of our state accountability system (e.g., compare/contrast with current MEAP); it does not make sense to commit to the assessment until we have seen these products, know how they will be scored and scaled, etc.  We as a state need to make sure that the new assessment system aligns with our vision. 

· For the state to use these assessments, Michigan will need to formally adopt them; similar to the adoption process of the CCSS. This may look different for MEAP versus MME due to the state legislation describing the required components of the MME for example. 
· When will we know for sure if Michigan will use the SBAC assessments for 11th grade for our federal accountability?

· A decision will be made once the test has been created (see response above).  Michigan has unique legislation that requires our students take a college entrance exam as a part of their High School assessment. Validation of the SBAC 11th grade assessment for that purpose will need to be considered once that test is constructed. 
· The new assessments from both SBAC and PARCC are to be ready for implementation in the 2014-2015 school year with the first summative assessment given in the spring of 2015.  Is it correct that the new assessment would replace the ELA and Math portions on the MEAP and MME, but students would still need to take the science and social studies portion of the MEAP as currently given? 

· Yes, the students will continue to take the science and social studies MEAP assessments in the future until another assessment has been adopted by MDE.  This consideration will occur when the next generation science and social studies standards have been adopted.  It is too early at this point to comment on those areas since the standards have not yet been created or released.  If they are created and adopted by Michigan the Science would likely be about 2 years behind the ELA and Math assessments and Social Studies a couple of years behind the science process.

· MEAP assessments in Science and Social Studies would continue, but the state would like to move all testing to the spring window eventually.  So the SBAC, MME, ELPA, and remaining MEAP assessments would all be given in the same approximate window of time.  The timing of this change is still in progress and has not been finalized. 

· Can you say more about the paper-pencil option for three years?  Will Michigan utilize the paper and pencil option as a state or will it be up to each district?  
· The paper-pencil option will be available beginning in the spring 2015 window and will be available for three years.  States know that some districts are closer than others in the area of technology readiness. The nice piece about the online assessment is the window of time allowed for the administration of the assessment.   Districts will not need a one-to-one computer to student ratio; instead computer labs can be used.  The window may be as long as 6-8 weeks for test administration.  

· What is the benefit or drawback of districts using the paper and pencil assessment verses the online assessment?
·  The benefit of using paper and pencil assessments is that districts will have more time to prepare for online administration.
·  The drawbacks of paper and pencil assessments include not being able to gather the same rich information on student achievement that is expected from the online tests, and significantly slower scoring and reporting due to not being able to take advantage of technology such as automated scoring programs. 
· What will be used for assessing students in grades K-2nd?  Are there any plans for K-2 Assessments?

· SBAC is not developing assessments in grades K-2; the Michigan Legislature has given the department some funding (limited) for the state to create some optional, model assessments for grade K-2.  The newly formed Office of Great Start within the Department of Education will be heavily involved with the development of these assessments.   We hope to create online assessments and/or tools to support efficient assessment with rapid turnaround of results to help educators make adjustments in areas of concern before they become larger problems.

· The PARCC is looking at having some K-2 assessments in English language arts and mathematics as part of their system. Michigan can also look to PARCC to see what they are doing and learn from them as how we can address an appropriate K-2 assessment system.

· Will there be any subjectivity in grading by independent districts?

· The SBAC summative test will need to be administered and scored consistently for all item types in order to ensure comparability across schools, districts and states. It is expected that the SBAC interim assessments will have more flexibility for administration and scoring, and that the digital clearinghouse will provide guidelines on how to construct assessments that can be subjectively graded by districts.
· Will the proposed clearinghouse keep various types of data over time?  Such as more than 5 years?

· Data will come back to states and districts much like the data files that are currently given to the local districts and data warehouse systems.

· Where will the data be held? 

· Assessment data is intended to be housed in the digital clearinghouse.  Policy decisions about data types, access, state specific versus consortium-wide, and length of time stored are still being explored.
· How can districts get involved in the pilot?  
· SBAC is currently working on the item specifications (what the different types of items will look like) and overall test design. Once these elements are completed, items and a sampling plan will be developed. All SBAC states are expected to have an opportunity to participate in some aspects of the smaller-scale piloting (likely in the 12-13 school year) and or larger-scale field tests (likely in the 13-14 school year). The BAA will inform districts of how to become involved when that information is available.  
· Will any districts within Michigan be a part of an early pilot of the SBAC assessment?

· Yes, teachers and educators from Michigan will have opportunities to be   involved in item development, item review and test scoring.  

· At this time, it is expected that in spring/summer 2012 Item writing and item review process will begin; pilot testing in spring 2013 and field testing will occur in spring 2014. A process will be put together and shared to let districts know how to recommend or nominate people/buildings for these pilots and field testing options.
Summative Assessment Questions

· What grades will have assessments?  Is K-2 included in these assessments or does the assessment from SBAC begin at 3rd like the MEAP?

· Grades 3-8 and grade 11 will be taking the summative assessments during a window of time during the last 12 weeks of the school year.  These assessments will provide large scale, high-level data to see how we are progressing as a state and as districts. As noted above, SBAC is not creating assessments in grades K-2.
· What will be the option for districts to utilize any part of the SBAC assessments for 9th and 10th graders? Our high school principals are concerned about the lack of valid and reliable benchmarking tests for 9th and 10th grade.  What do you see in the future?

· The consortium is also looking to creating some, optional 9th and 10th grade assessments; SBAC is exploring options and the team understands that this is a need.  Currently, at a minimum, districts will have the clearing-house tools and guidelines to create their own benchmarking assessment to help with the 9th and 10th grade assessment years.

· What will be the criteria for the re-take option?  Is it locally determined?  Will SBAC provide guidance as to who may request retakes?  How many retakes, etc.?

· A retake option for the end of year summative test is expected to be available option for all participating students. If this becomes a viable option then it will be likely that local districts will make the final decision for the appropriateness of participating in the  retake for individual students  
· The state of Oregon currently has a retake option in their statewide, summative assessment, and is serving as a potential model for the consortium on this topic.  

· States will create guidelines to help ensure consistency, but it is expected to be a local decision in the end about the retake option for individual students.

· What accommodations will be available for students with disabilities?  Who will create the acceptable accommodations?

· Accommodations for SWD for the interim or formative assessments will have more state (MI) control.  For the larger or summative assessment guidelines will be created by the consortium and will have more formal guidelines (similar to ACT).  The consortium will take the lessons learned from various assessments; as well as additional research will be done to help develop these guidelines.  

· Why isn’t the interim layer being developed around units of instruction or content rather than an artificial focus on the school calendar?  If this were done it would seem that this would make them highly portable district to district.   What is the rationale for not doing this?

·  The design challenge described in this question is currently being debated within the consortium. It is less an issue of school calendar and more about the desire for some states to have interim tests that are predictive of the end of year summative tests versus tests that are developed around units of instruction and/or learning progressions that are more diagnostic on specific topics. The school calendar was only intended as one example of the many variables being wrestled with on this topic.  

Formative Assessment Questions

· Will the formative and interim assessments be free for local schools to use?  How will they be given? What will the delivery system be and how secure will it be?

· Professional development to deepen educator understanding of a balanced assessment system is a cornerstone of the SBAC project.  The digital library will contain free resources related to the formative assessment process to be used by educators and students to use evidence of learning to adjust instruction and student learning.  In addition, SBAC assessment literacy will extend to all components of a balanced system including the purpose and use of summative assessment data, like interim/benchmark assessments.
· The plan is that assessment and formative tools and practices would be available at no cost to any district within the state.  Leveraging funding across multiple states helps with offsetting the cost structures in ways that no one state could do on its own.  The consortium offers efficiencies of scale while sustaining the cost over time based on the current funding for current state assessments.

· Accessibility and issues of security are being addressed throughout the development phase.
· With a clear emphasis on formative assessment, what plans do MDE and MAC have to reach all teachers and administrators with extensive training such as the FAME project provides?

The MDE and the MAC have a strong commitment to scaling up best practices in formative assessment. We expect that the formative assessment resources produced by SBAC will be highly aligned to those of the FAME project, and provide an opportunity to share a high level of formative assessment awareness and training to every school and district in Michigan.  More information on Michigan’s formative assessment process project can be found on the BAA public site under Formative Assessment Process (Link).
Timeline for Rollouts

· What is the timeline for the Math and ELA?  What about for other content area?  Is the timeline for the development of all types of assessments the same or will they be released in “waves”?  If so, in what order?

· Online, summative Math and ELA assessments will be ready for consortium wide use in the spring of 2015.

· The interim/benchmark assessments are expected to be operational beginning in the fall of the 2015-16 academic year. 

· Please let us know the plans and proposed timing for the Science and Social Studies assessments once SBAC assessments are in place.  We are hearing that in 2015 the science assessments will move to the spring as well.  Who is developing the science test…Smarter Balanced or the State of Michigan?

· Common Science Framework and Standards are being worked on and should be released for the first round of comments in the late spring 2012.  A different group (the National Science Foundation) is leading this development, but the focus is the same:  developing common standards K-12.  

· Next year this time, we may have the opportunity to consider adopting common Science Standards, depending on how quickly they are developed.  Science is about 1.5 to 2 years behind Math and ELA. 

· CCSSO has put together a group to develop common Social Studies standards.  Eighteen states joined this group last year.  Michigan has joined during this second year and the consortium now has 23 states working together on this initiative.  Social Studies is likely about 1-2 years behind science.

· When will the website of common curriculum materials and other resources aligned with the CCSS be released and available for districts to use?  Will this happen prior to the 2014-2015 school year? 

· Initial offerings of professional learning on assessment literacy are intended to be available in 2013.
Technological Questions
· Will all assessments be online?

· Yes, all tests will be online with the exception of the first three years where paper and pencil options will be available.  
· Is there any specific device the consortium is recommending?  Laptop, tablet, etc.?  When will the technical specifications/requirements be available to districts so that they can plan for the infrastructure changes needed to support online assessment (e.g. hardware specifications, browser/software requirements, security and bandwidth requirements)?

· A technology readiness tool will be available before the end of this school year to help districts (1st big project SBAC/PARCC).  It is in development and will be out to schools to use this summer and fall.  It will be a great tool to help districts and states make decisions.  Components include the following.

· List of system requirements (bandwidth, hardware, etc.)

· An updatable repository to house information on   where schools are at currently so states understand where districts need the most support. 

· Testing mechanism – the SBAC system is expected to be able to reach out to a local system and help determine IT readiness. 
· Is there any additional funding that will be available for districts to help upgrade their computer systems to prepare for Smarter Balanced or is this something we need to prepare for?
· There are no funds for this purpose outlined in the SBAC grant. Funding for this purpose is the responsibility of each member state.
ACT Related Questions

· How does the pilot of ACT Explore and Plan play into future high school assessments?
·  The EXPLORE and PLAN pilot is intended to provide schools and districts with information on student progress towards career and college readiness. Even though SBAC assessments will not be operational for a few years, LEAs need as much of this type of information as possible in order to tell whether or not school improvement and state education reform efforts are being effective. Since ACT was a partner in the development of the CCSS, and their instruments are well aligned, EXPLORE and PLAN are helpful at this time. By the completion of the pilot, it is expected that Michigan will know more about what SBAC will be producing in grades 9 and 10, which will help inform future high school assessment needs. 
· Will the ACT still be a required part of the current assessment system for every 11th grade student?  When will this decision be determined or shared with local districts? 

· This is a conversation that many states are currently having.

· Michigan has legislation that requires part of the MME be a college examination requirement such as ACT, SAT for meeting this requirement.  Part of the funding competition, required that consortiums must have higher ed. at the table in the development, buy-in, measuring on track for readiness, creating the cut score, etc.  The goal is in the end that the SBAC and PARCC assessments it would be viewed as a college entrance exam option.  For example, there could four options for college entrance exams, which could be ACT, SAT, SBAC 11th grade test, or the PARCC 11th grade test.  With current Michigan legislation we will need to address this situation once we see the research, the field testing results, and the alignment to other CCR exams such as ACT/SAT, and ultimately if the Institutions of Higher Ed will accept the assessment as a valid  college entrance exam.  ACT has been involved in the process of developing the CCSS and will be key partners in research to determine the issues outlined above. 
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